


Yamagata Prefecture is home to diverse and 
abundant nature, including mountains, rivers, and 
the ocean. It is located in the northeastern region 
of Japan known as Tohoku.
It is impossible to adequately describe 
Yamagata’s appeal in just a few words. Among 
other things, it home to the snow monsters of Mt. 
Zao. This is a unique natural phenomenon where 
trees are so covered in snow and ice that they 
look like surreal beasts sculpted from the snow. 
Also, famous mountains like Mt. Chokai, Mt. 
Nishiazuma, and the three sacred mountains of 
Yamagata known as the Dewa Sanzan are also 
found in Yamagata.
A distinct culture cultivated by this rich natural 
environment with unique hot springs villages that 
can be found throughout every region of the 
prefecture is another facet of life in Yamagata.
On a map, you can see that shape of Yamagata 
Prefecture resembles of the side view of a 
smiling face. We are excited to meet you in 
Yamagata, where we will greet you with warm 
hospitality and a smile!
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Said to have been discovered in 110 AD, the Zao Hot Springs are famous 
as the oldest of the three great hot springs of Japan’s Northeastern 
Tohoku region. This hot spring is known for its high acidity, and it is 
called both “The Princess Hot Spring” and “The Fountain of Beauty” due 
to its reputation for healing both skin conditions and gastrointestinal 
disorders. 
The famous Zao Open Air Hot Spring (roten buro) is just a short distance 
away from the Hot Springs Resort area. There, you can enjoy the 
liberating sensation of open air bathing surrounded by the beauty of 
nature. This Open Air Hot Spring is popular with tourists and locals 
alike!
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